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ST ANDREW’S CHURCH  

www.sandfordchurch.org.uk  

John Findon (associate priest)    01865 434256 
    john.findon@jesus.ox.ac.uk 
Bob Morgan (associate priest)    01865 748848  
    robert.morgan@theology.ox.ac.uk    
Teresa Morgan  (associate priest)    
Church Wardens:    Christian Bradley; Clive Tasker   
Director of Music:   Christian Bradley   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear people of Sandford, 
I am exceedingly sorry to have to announce in this number of the Link that  
my ministry among you is over; my last Sunday morning was 31st May. 

I have felt fortunate during my four years with you to be able to exercise in 
Sandford a kind of ministry that I could only dream about when looking after 
large Lancashire parishes. It is possible to know everybody in a parish of four  
hundred homes, and I have greatly enjoyed that opportunity. 

As St Andrew’s moves into a different regime next year, when our link with 
Littlemore church is strengthened, I do hope that we will manage to secure a 
future in which this pattern of ministry has a chance of continuing with a 
resident priest. 

This comes with love and thanks for your kindness and hospitality during our 
time with you. 
John and Christa Findon      
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Songs from 
the Spirit 
 
see p.3 

Sunday services 

Every Sunday:         10.0 a.m.  Parish Communion 

         6.30 p.m.  Evening prayer 

Every Wednesday:  11.0 a.m.  Holy Communion  (BCP) 

Last Sunday of the month: 

10.0 a.m.  a more informal Westward Communion service 

 

The Sandford Link  
          Summer 2026   Issue 180  
                www.sandfordonthames.org.uk 

 
OPEN  

 GARDEN 

                                      meets at 10.0 a.m. on the first Sunday  

          of the month in the Harris Room,  

         next to the church. 

                                 

  

 

SUNDAY 
CLUB 

see p.5 

see 
pp.8 

and 
9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo competition: 
Hidden 

Sandford 
 

 

 

 
see p.5 

Yoga 
on the 
Green 

See p.4  

 

Love Songs for a  

Summer Evening        
see  p.? 

 

Introduction 
to Drone  

 Photography        

see p.6 

 

see  
p.3 

see p.7 

mailto:robert.morgan@theology.ox.ac.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Songs from the Spirit 
31st July from 7.30 p.m. in St Andrew’s 

A worship night with 3:16 Worship (guitars, vocals and piano) 
and musicians from all over the country (and the world!) 
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Welcome to Margareta and Alex, now at 21c Heyford Hill Lane 
to Carol and Steve at 2 Main Avenue 
to José and Heidi to Heyford Hill Lane 
to Alex and Margarita to Heyford Hill Lane 
to Anya and Pablo and Lyra to River View 
and welcome to the world  
to Remi Lowan Lippens-Powell born on 6th April to Chloe Powell and  
     Gert Lippens, a brother to Luca 

A bit of help three times a year? 
Is anyone interested in joining the cleaning team at St Andrews church?  
We have a rota , which means you would only be required to clean for 
about two hours, a maximum of 3 times a year.  There is absolutely no 
need to be a church attender – we are a mixed bunch!   It’s a great 
opportunity to help to maintain our beautiful, historic church which has 
been at the heart of the village for over 1000 years, and to keep it clean 
and welcoming for our church services and other community events, as 
well as visitors to the village. 
Contact Trudie Ball 07704429249 if interested and would like more info.  
[Editor’s p.s.:  I have noticed that laughter, coffee and cake all play an important 
 role in this task.] 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Vinyasa flow class for all levels.  Please bring a mat.  £8 per class. 

Contact Jozoremba99@gmail.com 
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LOVE SONGS 
FOR A SUMMER EVENING 

Friday 26th June 2026 at 7.0 pm in St Andrew’s Church 

Diana Beckett, soprano      Cecily Lock, piano 

Brahms, Massenet, Rachmaninoff, Lehar, Hahn, 

Neapolitan & English folk songs 

Retirement Collection for Charity 

on Sandford on Thames  
Village Green 

Love, Hope and Longing 
A concert with sopranos, tenors and piano 

6.0 on Saturday 11th July  
in St Andrew’s 

See www.sandfordchurch.org.uk for more information 

Summer classes: 

June 2, 16, 23,  
July 7, 14, 21, 28,  
Aug 4 (tbc), 11, 18 
(no class on rainy 
evenings!) 

 

SOMETHING THAT NEEDS FIXING? 
Clive Shorter can help with painting and decorating/ 

Gardening/DIY and more    
07765 666625  commius@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:commius@hotmail.com
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Sandford Arts Crafts and Skills 
(SACaS) 

Spring events continued with a lively repeat  
of our own version of GQT with local experts 
answering and advising on a range of questions,  
followed in April with a brilliant and very well attended masterclass on 
learning to draw led by Rosemary McKisack and in May by a launch event 
jointly led by Smitha and Abi from Talking Shop bringing Bingo back to 
Sandford. This was very popular and brought many new faces to our 
Thursday sessions.  

We are very keen to welcome new people to lead sessions on a skill,  
art or craft of their own, so please email Edward  

if you feel you have something to offer. 

 

 

. 
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GREEN EVENSONG 

As part of the Sandford Summer Festival the annual choral evensong, with 

the Green Sermon on the Environment, will be held on  

Sunday 12
th
 July at 6.30 p.m. in St Andrew’s church 

The preacher this year is the Rev. Teresa Morgan 

‘The future of our fragile, beautiful planet home is in our hands.  

As God's family, we are stewards of God's creation.   We can be wantonly 

irresponsible, or we can be caring and compassionate. God says, "I have  

set before you life and death... Choose life."     Desmond Tutu 

 

  Open Garden 
   93 Church Road 
   will be open on  
   Sunday 28th June 2.00 to 5.30pm 

Large garden with lots of different areas of interest 
A few plants for sale plus  teas and cakes.   £6 entry – children free 

All money raised goes to health related charities. 
https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/46352/93-church-road 

 

Anybody interested in attending any of the SACaS sessions should 
email Edward on sandfordhallevents@gmail.com 

SACaS Events confirmed for the Summer: 

Thursday July 16th 6.0  - 7.30 pm 

An Introduction to Drone Photography 
The ins and outs of what is needed to use a  
Drone for photography, with a practical demonstration by Tom 
Hughes whose aerial photographs featured on the postcards on sale 
in Talking Shop and in the Sandford calendar. 

Thursday September 17th   

5.0 -6.0 pm  Prizegiving and reception for the photographic 
competition:   come and join us for a cool drink! 
6.0 - 7.30pm      Historic Sandford: the story of Rock Farm 

After the success of last year’s talk, Liz Shatford will share with us 
her wide knowledge of the village, with a particular focus 

 on Rock Farm. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help organise a Christmas Party for 

the village in December. These parties have previously been held at 

the Village Hall and it would be nice to restart it.  

 We are looking for people to help with the organising  

but also for sponsors of the event. 

Please contact Abi Reynolds on maise_life@hotmail.com  

if you are interested. 

 

 
                                         is back! 

Those of us who miss the bingo sessions in the Village Hall were 
delighted at the success of a new session in May, and the organisers, 

Smitha and Abi (many thanks to both) plan a monthly event. 
The next one will be on Thursday 25th June from 7.30 - 8.30. 

Future dates will be advertised on the Village Hall noticeboard, the 

Instagram & Facebook Talking Shop page, and through mail chimp. 
 

https://www.azquotes.com/author/14881-Desmond_Tutu
https://findagarden.ngs.org.uk/garden/46352/93-church-road
mailto:maise_life@hotmail.com


Calling all photographers – Summer photography competition      

“Hidden Sandford” 

This Summer, Sandford Village Hall is hosting its third photographic 
competition for people living in and around Sandford. 

There will be four age categories again this year: 
  5-9  10-14  15-18  Over 18s 

In each category, gold, silver and bronze awards will be made  
and the young people’s winning entries will be printed and initially 

displayed in the Village Hall, after which the winners will be able to take 
their pictures home. The four Gold award winners’ photographs  

will be displayed permanently for all to enjoy. 

Prizes for the young people’s categories: 
Gold award - £25 cash or voucher and large framed print of picture 
Silver award - £15 cash or voucher and small framed print of picture 

Bronze award - £10 cash or voucher and A4 print of picture 
 on high quality paper 

Entry requirements: 
   -The theme for the photograph will be “Hidden Sandford” – some aspect of 
Sandford-on-Thames must be clearly identifiable in the photograph, but entrants 
are encouraged to make the response to this a personal one 
   -Photographs should be in standard landscape or portrait format. 
   -Photographs should be given a title and sent as jpeg attachments to: 
sandfordhallevents@gmail.com by August 31 2026. Entries received after that 
date will not be included/ 
   -The entry should be accompanied by: 
   -name, age and contact details of the photographer; 
   -a statement that the photograph is the entrant’s own unaided work; 
   -details of when and where the photo was taken and what inspired it. 

   -As there are many widely used means of editing and enhancing digital 
photographs, this will be acceptable in acknowledgement that this is now part of a 
legitimate artistic process 
   -The entries will be judged by a professional photographer whose decision will  
be final. 

Prizes will be awarded at an event showcasing all the photographs over 
 a cool drink at 5.00pm on Thursday 17 September in the Village Hall. 
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     TALKING SHOP NEWS 

        Your friendly local 

        community shop and café  

        has a new look! 

 

Freshened up for summer 

Thanks to an amazing team of volunteers from Laing 
O’Rourke builders and Allsafe Scaffolding, Talking Shop has 
had a fresh coat of paint, and we’ve done some rearranging to 
make more space for our increasingly popular café. Come in 
and enjoy our sunny space. 

Five star hygiene rating renewed 

We’ve recently had our hygiene rating confirmed at five stars. 
This is the highest rating available and we are very proud of 
our standards in the shop and café.  

Talking Shop garden: a breath of fresh air 

You might have missed our beautiful display of tulips earlier this 
year, but the Talking Shop garden is blooming. It’s a lovely place to 
sit and have your lunch, or a coffee and some cake. We’ve recently 
installed a buggy park in the garden, where parents can leave their 
buggies while the children are playing in the garden or 
playground. (Please note we lock up at 4pm!)  

This is all thanks to the Gardening Club, which has been running 
for some years now. A dedicated team of volunteers meets every  
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Monday and keeps things tidy and beautiful. They work alongside 
vulnerable people who gain confidence from working in the 
garden, as well as all the benefits that come from being outside 
and creating a beautiful space.  

The garden team’s plans for this year include a new path to make 
access easier (and reduce muddiness in inclement weather).  

In the longer term, we’d like to broaden the  sensory appeal of the 
garden.   Many people will benefit from a garden that appeals to 
more than just the sense of sight, and we are hoping to build in 
elements that will please  
the ear, such as chimes,  
and the senses of touch  
and smell too.  

 

 

 

If you would like to help, the Garden Team  
would be grateful to receive: 

 Donations of bedding plants or herbaceous plants: drop by on a  
Monday to see if  you might be able to share anything suitable. 

 Donations of coloured outdoor paint: if you have anything left 
over from a project it can always be used to brighten  
something up. 

 Help with trips to the tip: we need to visit the Redbridge tip 
about once a month. If you can help, please do get in touch by 
emailing volunteering.talkingshop@gmail.com, or ask in the 
shop. 
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Sandford Asylum Seekers’ Support – A Neighbourly Welcome 
“That was a moment of peace” 

How it began 
For several years, one of our local hotels has been used to house male asylum 

seekers from around the world. 

A group of Sandford residents was concerned about the isolation and boredom of 

hotel life, where the men are not allowed to work, have very limited cash (a few 

pounds per week), few diversions and adequate but uninspired food. Many were 

short of toiletries, warm shoes and clothing, so some of our first actions were to 

 collect and sort generous donations from villagers. 

Many Thanks to… 
Since Dec 23 we have been offering a welcome to the detainees, once a month, in 

the Village Hall. We are only able to do this because of the kind and generous 

support of our local community, and we would like to offer our thanks to St 

Andrews, the Parish Council, the Village Hall Committee, and the Hall Manager,  

brilliantly supported by the charity, Care 4 Calais.  

What we do 
For a few hours a month, we provide home-cooked food, music, indoor and 

outdoor games, conversation and companionship to up to 200 men living in the 

hotel. Offerings have included cakes, pastries, chicken, salads and fruit (especially 

welcome as the hotel rarely offers these), tea, coffee, soft drinks. Some food has 

been donated by local shops. 

    At each event, there have been 6 - 12 people from Sandford and surrounding 

villages, plus staff and volunteers from C4C, and 12 - 30+ asylum seekers. The 

world’s major religions all advocate hospitality to strangers, so we occasionally 

have bigger events to celebrate religious holidays like Christmas, Easter, Eid, 

Norouz, and others. 

    We play games – backgammon, cards, Jengo, chess, draughts in winter, as well 

as football and outdoor games in warmer weather. A local group, The Starlings, 

has provided live music and some of the men have joined in.   Some dancing has 

happened!!   We also just sit and chat. Several of the men have very good English, 

others welcome the chance to practice – and some volunteers are now offering 

English conversation meetings separate from the monthly events. 
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Some of the men have suffered torture, hunger and fear at home, and during their 

journeys to UK, and need quiet friendship to help them recover. Mostly, they 

cannot talk about their experiences, as that might affect their claims, so all we can  

offer is a relaxed, friendly welcome away from the hotel. 

Feedback 
The men appreciate getting out, and have said things like: 

• It’s the first time I’ve felt like a person since I left home  

• ⁠I feel happy here (from a man who had been really sad earlier that week) 

• We really enjoy the fresh food and meeting nice people 

• A great competition playing backgammon here with people from the village 

• It’s nice to get fresh food without chips 

• It’s good to practice my English 

• I enjoy meeting English people 

(The quote at the start of the article was said after one of the gatherings) 

Some of the volunteers have said: 

• I've come away from each of these events feeling deeply humbled and very 
aware of my own luck simply to have been born in a stable, democratic 
country. I've had so many interesting conversations and have been struck by 
the very simple requests for things such as a notebook or help to find some 
volunteering to just pass the endless hours of waiting for a decision to be  
made.  

• From my own experience, I have had some insightful, humbling  
conversations, reinforced how bad I am at board games, and laughed a lot. 

• I’m just pleased to do my bit 

 

Would you like to join us? 
We always need people to offer lifts 
 to and from the hotel, cook food,  
set up the room, clear-up afterwards,  
chat, play games - anything that might  
help. If you would like to be involved,  
please contact the Editor who will 
pass on your details. 
Report by Hazel Douglas 
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Grenoble road developments 

On May 15th, a group of 7 people walked around the Grenoble road 
development site to discuss the initial stages of the project. The group 
comprised two from GummerLeathes, the company tasked with preparing 
the Master plan which will control the development over its lifespan, two 
from the Parish council, two from the "Nature in the Leys" environmental 
group and Robin Jones, our Green party County councillor. The purpose of 
the walkaround was to get acquainted, to introduce GummerLeathes to the  
site and our environmental expectations, and to hear about the planning  
processes involved. 

Our environmental expectations are based on the village survey carried out 
in 2022 with all parties having a copy . After the outline planning 
permission application is made in about 12 months' time, the PC will 
consider whether to run a follow up survey which takes the outline  
proposals into consideration. 

It will probably take about another 12 months before permission is 
granted, maybe longer if there are planning issues. GummerLeathes will 
design all the basic hard infrastructure, green infrastructure and common 
facilities and when this is all agreed, plots are then sold to developers who 
have to adhere to the design parameters laid out by GummerLeathes which 
are of course by negotiation with all the parties involved. The County 
Council will also have to make its decision about the location of any new 
Park and Ride. Development is done in stages and it will probably be  
around 20 years before completion. 

The PC will be in regular contact with GummerLeathes from now on to 
ensure our views are taken into consideration.   Please contact the Parish  
Clerk if you have any comments or queries. 

Peter Addyman.  Chair, Sandford on Thames Parish Council 
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Country Bunches 

Lizie Giraudeau sells wonderful bunches of flowers straight from her garden 
in Toot Baldon – recommended.    liziegiraudeau@gmail.com 

07590 580 631     https://www.countrybunches.info/ 

 

 

 

mailto:liziegiraudeau@gmail.com
https://www.countrybunches.info/


Casual Vacancy – Parish Councillor 

Sandford-on-Thames Parish Council 

Would you like to make a positive difference in your local community? 
We have a casual vacancy for a Parish Councillor and are seeking a  

motivated and community-minded resident to join the Council. 

This is a rewarding opportunity to help shape the future of the village, 
represent local residents and contribute to decisions affecting the 
community and local environment. 
No previous experience is required — just an interest in local matters, a 
willingness to work as part of a team and a commitment to serving the 
community. 
Parish Councillors are involved in a wide range of local issues including: 

• Community projects and facilities 
• Planning and environmental matters 
• Village maintenance and improvements 
• Supporting local events and initiatives 

The Parish Council meets regularly in the village and full support and 
guidance will be provided. 
If you are interested or would like further information, please contact the  
Parish Clerk at clerk@sandford-on-thames-pc.gov.uk   T: 07496414987 

Grounds Maintenance Update 

The Parish Council is aware that some areas of the village are currently not 
being maintained to the standard that residents would normally expect. 
We appreciate that this may be causing frustration and would like to 
reassure residents that we are actively working with our grounds 
maintenance contractor to address the situation. 
We are hopeful that all areas requiring attention will be brought back up to 
schedule as soon as possible and we thank residents for their patience and  
understanding during this time. 

Our sincere apologies for any inconvenience caused. 

Sandford-on-Thames Parish Council 
.-15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Frideswide’s Way 

Christ Church have launched a new pilgrimage walk - St Frideswide's Way.  
It begins at her shrine in the Cathedral, which once brought countless 
medieval pilgrims to Oxford, and follows a 40-mile stretch of the Thames 
Path, with stops along the way at 24 different churches, including  
St Andrew’s at Sandford.   The walk finishes at the ruins of Reading Abbey.  

They are looking for a representative for our parish who likes walking, 
could keep an eye on the waymark signs and let them know of any 
damaged or removed.  They would be supported by two members of the 
SFW team.   More information from www.csj.org.uk/st-frideswides-way  
and if you might become the parish rep please let Bob know (748848) 

Classic Car Show 
at the Seven Stars at Marsh Baldon.  16th June from 5.0 onwards on the 
Green. 
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a chiropractic health centre in Nuneham Courtenay   
www.continuum-chiropractic.co.uk  

at The Old Smithy, Yew Tree Courtyard. 
Online booking available. 

 

Hi!  My name is Nico – I’m a responsible 
young man in Sandford on Thames, friendly, 
patient and animal loving, offering dog 
walking services at affordable prices  
(can be discussed).   
Happy walks for happy dogs! 
Contact 07575 323595 
Nico.skoda0@gmail.com 

Is there anyone out there 
with a little bit of spare time  who could give Steve Gallagher,  

the Village Hall treasurer, a hand with the bookkeeping?   
Nothing too onerous, but a bit of help would be very welcome. 

Steve’s email is sandfordvillagehallaccounts@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:clerk@sandford-on-thames-pc.gov.uk
http://www.csj.org.uk/st-frideswides-way


                        Current regular activities  
                            at your Village Hall 

You can now book Village Hall rooms online  
via the Parish website 
https://sandford-on-thames-pc.gov.uk. 

For further information see www.sandford-on-thames-pc.gov.uk  
or contact Robert 07759 890696 
or sandfordvillagehallbookings@yahoo.com 

Monday           Sandford Toddler Group    10am to noon 

                         Sandford Table Tennis Club   7-9pm 

Tuesday:         Junior Tae Kwon-Do   5.30-6.30pm 

Wednesday:    Pilates   10-11am 

                         Afternoon Tea    1st Wednesday – 2-4pm 

                         Sandford Community Lunch  

                     2nd Wednesday    12.30-2pm 

Thursday:        Sandford Womens’ Institute    2nd Thursday of 

        the month (not August) – 7.30pm     

Friday:   Junior Tae Kwon-Do   5.30-6.30pm 

Saturday:         Saturday Market   9am-noon 

Sunday:            Oxford Guitar Society   2nd Sunday, 7-10pm 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
   

a family friendly event, with children’s play area, to which all are  
            welcome, no need to book!      Turn up and pay what you can. 

Second Wednesday of each month – 
see facebook.com/TalkingShopSandford 
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Rest in peace 

Catherine Rebecca Naish nee Rolston 

Born 28th January 1939, died 1st June 2026, aged 87 

Following a prolonged battle with dementia, Catherine died in the wonderful 
Benson House care home near Wallingford, with her daughter Annemarie by 
her side, and with all of the remaining family sitting vigil with her for most of 
that day.  She will be buried with Owen, who died 6 months ago (Link obit 
Spring 2026), in St Andrew’s churchyard, following her funeral at Blessed  
Dominic Barbari Catholic church in Littlemore at 12 on Friday 26th June. 

Born in Paisley, near Glasgow, Catherine worked in the cotton mill there, and 
moved to Sandford (Henley Road) when in 1961 she married Owen, who she 
met during a summer holiday visit to her aunt and uncle, Andy and Joyce 
Rolston, at the Fox pub.  Her day job was working as a shop assistant selling 
haberdashery etc., and in the evenings both sh and Owen worked in the Nuffield 
Arms, eventually as relief managers for Morrell’s brewery.  Catherine was pretty  
tough and could control the most unruly of customers! 

She will be remembered with warmth by her many friends and neighbours as a 
kind and generous person whose 60 odd years in Sandford did not erase her 
Glaswegian accent.  We offer our sympathies to Martin and Annemarie and all 
her and their families (9 grandchildren, 7 great grandchildren).  May she rest in 
peace and rise in glory. 
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 SANDFORD COMMUNITY LUNCH 

A delicious meal using perfectly good food 
that would otherwise go to waste –  

AFTERNOON TEAS   
in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday  
of the month 2.0– 4.0.  
A community event for over 18s –  
homemade cakes and teas,  and  a raffle  
on the day.  Cost £4.   Join us by booking with 
Prue Reynolds on prue.reynolds96@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 

HILLSIDE EXOTIC GARDENING 
is a Sandford business run by Nicky  
and Lewis, with a wonderful range  
of exotic plants – see their website  
at hillsideexoticgardening.co.uk 
 

http://www.sandford-on-thames-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:prue.reynolds96@gmail.com


Sandford-On-Thames WI 
Autumn 2026 

Meeting in the Village Hall  
at 7.30 pm on 2nd Thursday in the month 

(not August), social events for members in August and at other times  
during the year, some just for members, others to include family and friends. 

 

The Women’s Institute is a membership organisation. The annual 
subscription of £54 was due on 1st April, with half of that going to our own 
WI and the rest shared between our Oxfordshire WI and the National WI.  
After 30th June there is a tiered rate for joining. 

30th March 2026 was a very special day for Sandford-on-Thames WI, as it 
marked our inauguration 10 years ago. A celebratory dinner was held on 
23rd April at The Seven Stars which members thoroughly enjoyed.  Our 
Annual Meeting was held in March, when the President and committee for 
2026/2027 were elected.  April saw us enjoying an Indian block painting 
evening, taking home cushion cover, tea towel or tote bag to our own 
unique design.  In May we enjoyed a film evening featuring “Suffragette”.   

Programme for Summer 2026 

11th June - Clothing Exchange event for members and non-members 

9th July - Preparation for Village Summer Fete 

August – no meeting but a social event to be arranged 

10th September - Harvest Celebration 

You are very welcome to come and sample a meeting.  We are a friendly 
group of ladies with a wide range of ages and interests and our meetings 
include a variety of talks and activities and time for tea/coffee and cake.  
You do not have to be an able craft person, as there are many ways in 
which you can participate. You can come along alone or with a member. On 
the second visit a donation of £5 would be appreciated or you may join 
SOTWI. You do not have to live in Sandford to join.  Contact with members 
is face to face, by phone, email and or WhatsApp, we only occasionally use 
post. 

 President Jill Love 01865 716557/07900 907477 (text is best as signal poor) 
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Quiz Night in the Village Hall 

on Saturday 21st March: 
report by Vince 

10 teams of up to 6 members contested the spring Sandford Village Hall Quiz on 
21st March. There were 7 rounds, each worth 50 points. For the second year 
running, the Question Master was Vincent Boyle, ably assisted by daughters 
Claudia and Jessica, and her boyfriend Ben, and Judith Godsland.  
     The round featuring Science, Maths and Technology (average team score 62%) 
which was a bit too much like a school examination for some, was not universally 
popular it has to be said. Other rounds were "Born in Oxfordshire", "General 
Knowledge", and "Sport." The lowest scoring round was "Geography" with 50% 
average score. The "Theme Tunes" round and the final round about "Aptronyms" 
(People's names that are related to their occupation) ended the evening on a 
lighter note.  
     In an exciting closely contested sprint to the finish, where every point counted, 
in 10th place were NKO Block, a team of only 5 as they reminded me, with a very 
respectable 63%;   9th: Thames Talkers, 64%;  8th: Over 21s, 65%;  7th: St George's 
Park 71%;  6th: The Undecided, 72%;  5th: Coco Pops, 74%;  4th: Empty Bottles, 
75%, and in the battle for podium positions it was Lost Our Way in 3rd with 78% 
narrowly beaten by SNL in 2nd with 79%. The eventual winners were Bookworms 
with an impressive 84%.  
     Well Done to all the teams! The evening raised about £300 for St Andrew's 
Church.  Thanks to Fr John Findon and Robert Rodriguez for helping with the 
booking and organization, and all those who helped set up and put away.  

And the Autumn Quiz Night held on 22nd November: report by Judith 

The Quiz Night is an established Sandford event which benefits church funds. It’s 
so popular that there’s been a call for more, and so the autumn Quiz Night of 2025 
was the year’s second.   
    The team was Rev John Findon (booking & advertising), Christian & Jill Bradley 
(sound, visuals, and electronic collection of fees), Alison Nicol (scorer) and me, 
Judith Godsland (question setter).  Tables and chairs were got out and put back by 
everyone who felt able to help, and the floor was swept at the end.   
     I offered 6 rounds of varied questions, whose themes were: 
Here!  Which?   What?   Who?  How, when & where? and Events of the year, plus 
a sheet of Connections grids for those with time on their hands.  As is usual, 
marking was done by a team on an adjacent table, and handed back to the team 
who’d scored the points for a chance to check it was fair. 
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    The quiz was won by a family with a team that included people of more than 
one generation!  There were 2.5 points between the first 3 teams, and only 14 
points between first and ‘last’ teams, so it was all very close, as had been my aim! 
     I found that we are very good at recognising Anthony Gormley - and the 
Teletubbies.  We are good at reading emojis, at counting farthings, at recognising 
Whistler’s mother, at knowing the value of bananas to the Art Market, but we are 
patchy at trivial news of the year, and woefully poor at imagining that a woman 
might be the most capped England International footballer.   
      See the September Link for details of the autumn Quiz. 
 

Minchery Farmhouse, 

Most recently The Priory pub, is set to be restored as part of the proposed Ozone 
redevelopment of the leisure park by the Kassam Stadium.  Developers Pioneer 
Group say the farmhouse, which closed in 2013, would be restored as ‘a high-
quality pub and social venue’.   A five-screen cinema and bowling rink would be 
retained on the site, plus a central square for food markets and community 
events, and retail and café space.  The core of the development is high-tech 
offices (lab space) which Pioneer say will ‘support at least 1,700 jobs in the city’. 
The 15th century building once formed par of the notorious Littlemore Priory, 
which was dissolute even before Cardinal Wolsey chose to dissolve it;  historian 
Eileen Power called it ‘one of the worst nunneries for which records survive’.   
When the pub closed in 2013 excavations revealed burials of a prioress, a woman 
with child, and ‘a body which had received a blunt force trauma to its head’. 
From the Oxford Clarion 
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Say it with flowers 
Whether you have a wedding, a funeral, an 

anniversary, a dinner party or just want to  

cheer someone up I’m available to help.  

I’m just an enthusiastic amateur who loves  

to work with flowers, so email me at 

Caroletasker27@gmail.com or give me a call 07876 701151 . 

WHEATLEY FOOT CLINIC for podiatry and foot health 

For friendly and professional foot care, contact Lynn on 

07793 813382 or lynnfootcare@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are a family-run garage in Henley Road, Sandford on Thames 
MOT testingServicing all makes and modelsGeneral repair 

Cambelt replacementsAir con regas/Servicing 
Precise diagnosticsSuspension repair/Tracking 

www.tjhallandson.co.uk        facebook.com/tjhallandson/ 
 


 

   

Simin Beauty Studio The Dovecote Studio 

Barclays Farm 

OX44 9PU 

Tel: 07590282759 

siminbeautystudio@gmail.com 

Facials/Massage/Waxing/ 

Eye Lash Extensions/Manicure/ 

Pedicure/Threading/  

Eyebrow and Eyelash Tint  

 

IT problems? 

One reader found Bongo IT in Littlemore very helpful:   

www.bongoit.co.uk              01865 988217         info@bongoit.co.uk 
 

mailto:lynnfootcare@gmail.com
http://www.bongoit.co.uk/
mailto:info@bongoit.co.uk


                                            Our Parish Councillors:    
                                                                  Peter Addyman (Chair)  
                                                       Michael Whitlock (Vice-chair) 

                                          Luke Young, Dan Tarzey;  Paul Bradbury. 

 
In this issue we are printing the Chair’s annual report for the year 2025-26 

and the Annual Parish Meeting in May 

Full minutes for the meetings of March and April can be seen  
on the Parish Council website: 

https://sandford-on-thames-pc.gov.uk/ 
and on the parish noticeboards. 

Members of the public are very welcome to attend any Parish Council meetings:  
please submit any agenda items to the Parish Clerk, Laurie-Jane Cann, at least  

10 days prior to the meeting at Clerk@sandford-on-thames-pc.gov.uk.   

 

Chair’s annual report for the year 2025-26  

The Parish clerk, Lynne Bustin decided that she was overcommitted and 
regrettably was unable to do the clerk’s job to her satisfaction so resigned 
in September 2025. The PC would like to thank her for her dedication to 
the job and for the many changes and improvements she introduced during  
her all too short tenure.  

Her replacement was Anita James from November 1st 2025 but she decided 
in less than one month that she was unable to continue. We re-interviewed 
and were very fortunate to find her replacement, Laurie -Jane Cann. Laurie 
has extensive experience in local government, and we are already feeling  
the benefit of Laurie’s professionalism and enthusiasm for the job.  

Throughout this rather unusual transition, Lynne Bustin kindly continued to 
act as the Locum clerk, working with both Anita and Laurie and kept 
everything running smoothly until Laurie was able to take over the reins on  
February 1st  2026.  

We would like to express our gratitude to Lynne for her invaluable help in 
getting the PC through this difficult period. 
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Our County councillor, Robin Bennet didn’t stand for re-election and the PC 
is now very happy to be working with his successor, Robin Jones, also a 
Green party councillor. The PC congratulates him on his election and looks  
forward to a long and productive relationship. 
Lewis Barret resigned from the PC in March 2026 after more than 3 years 
due to work commitments. The PC would like to thank him for his service  
and will miss the benefit of his wide experience in the commercial sector. 
In May 2025, Peter Addyman and Michael Whitlock were re-elected as 
Chair and Vice Chair respectively. 
 
Laing O’Rourke (LOR) and the Ellison institute (EIT). 

The impact of EIT continues with the Armstrong Way site affecting the 
village in various ways. The PC continues to liaise regularly with LOR to 
resolve issues as they arise (parking, speeding etc) but it is an ongoing task.  
During the year Larry Ellison decided to buy the Daubney project trio of 
buildings and redesign them to his specification, so the building work is in 
temporary limbo while the planning department considers the changes. 
The EIT literature was ambiguous and led some to believe that the 
buildings were to be made taller, but this is incorrect. The machinery 
screening on the roof will be marginally higher (about half a metre) and the 
three buildings will be connected to form a single building. When the plans 
are finalised, the PC is hoping to arrange a village meeting to allow EIT to 
explain the proposals. In the meantime, we are in contact with EIT to 
inform them of our concerns. 
EIT also announced plans to convert the Lodge and Chapel into a restaurant  
/café. 

Other matters. 
  *  The PC investigated the possibility of a zebra crossing across Grenoble 
road from the entrance to Park homes to a new bus stop on the opposite 
side. Our district and county councillors, MPs Olly Glover and Anneliese 
Dodds all offered support, but the Police were opposed on safety grounds. 
Oxford bus company then changed the 3A routing again and it all became a 
bit academic as that eliminated most of the benefits of a new bus stop. It 
will probably change again as Grenoble Road is developed. 
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   *  The PC is now in contact with “Gummer Leathes”, the company 
entrusted with creating the master plan for the Grenoble road 
development. We will be having regular meetings to try and influence the  
design in line with the 2022 village survey. 

*    “Sovereign play “was awarded a 5-year contact to inspect and maintain 
the village play equipment. They also installed the new “Himalayan wall” 
climbing wall in the recreation ground in September which was partially 
financed by a £2,000 grant from the District Councillor’s fund with the 
 remainder paid from PC funds. 

*    The SID’s (speed indicator devices) will be installed in 2026 partially 
financed by a £3,000 grant from Thames valley police and a £1,000 grant 
from the County Councillor’s fund with the balance from PC funds.  
(The two existing but broken devices were replaced in April 2026 by the  
Highways department.) 

*   The grounds maintenance contract was awarded again to “Tactical 
services”. The PC obtained three quotes including Tactical. We required 
them to re-tender as there were aspects of their service which were 
inadequate. They were provided with a more detailed specification, and 
certain conditions were placed on their contract which we will monitor  
over the term. 

*   The proposal to transfer the Broadhurst Gardens land including the play 
area to OPT’s Heyford meadow is still being considered. The play 
equipment is the main complicating issue and requires further discussion. 
Dan Tarzey has been the lead on this due to his connections to OPT. He has 
also been very active on reporting issues such as potholes to Highways.  
Many thanks to him for his ongoing efforts.  

* The Community orchard is growing well with monthly work parties 
ensuring its survival during the very dry summer. The VOCO hotel kindly 
donated a “Bug hotel” and hotel staff volunteers installed it for us. Thank 
you for your support. 

An “Apple Scratter” (pulper) was bought with the remaining funds from 
Magdalen college and got its first outing on September 27th at the Talking  

-25- 

Shop apple day. It was a great year for apples and over £250 was raised 
from juicing the apples, £40 saved from not needing to hire a “scratter” and 
£20 earned from hiring out to a parishioner. Please enquire if you would  
like to hire the equipment.  

*   The village website was transferred to “Aubergine” by our provider 
which led to various problems related to design and content which have  
now been resolved. 

*   The 100th anniversary of the end of World War One tree at the junction 
of Henley Road and Church Road died and has been replaced with a 
donated oak tree. Many thanks also to Michael Whitlock who replaced the 
Crab apple trees which also died and who has planted the beautiful display  
of daffodils we now see every spring. 

*   The wooden bollards outside the village hall and the fence and gate at 
the Wharf site were all replaced with the gate being moved to a better 
position. It seems to be encouraging greater use of the village’s only public  
riverside site. 

*   Council tax and the village precept. The precept is increasing annually in 
line with the cost-of-living index. A significant proportion of the current 
surplus is allocated to reserve funds for future major repairs to the village 
hall and other village facilities so is unavailable for current expenditure.  

 
-26- 

Biodiversity 

South Oxfordshire District Council has published a really interesting new 
biodiversity report on south Oxfordshire, bringing together information about 
the district’s natural environment with details of how the council is helping 
mature recovery.  To read the report, see www.southoxon.gov .uk and go to 
the latest news of April 8th. 
 
And as summer seems to be coming a reminder that Queenford Lakes in 
Berinsfield has a huge range of land and water activities for all ages — from 
Aqua Park, Paddle Boarding, Kayaking, Open Water Wild Swimming, Kids 
Camps, Corporate Events and Activity Days.  And if you prefer not to get wet, 
there is a great café.   https://www.oxfordwetnwild.com/ 



Notes on the Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council 
held on Monday 11 May 2026 at 19.15 

1. It was proposed that Cllr Peter Addyman be elected Chair of the Council  
for the year 2026/27.   He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

It was further proposed that Cllr Michael Whitlock be elected Vice-Chair of the 
Council for the year 2026/27. Cllr Whitlock signed the Declaration of Acceptance  
of Office. 

2. Cllr Baseby noted the expenditure on Grounds Maintenance, particularly  
in light of dissatisfaction with delivery of the contract during the previous year. 

3. Talking Shop 

Cllr Whitlock updated the Council regarding painting works carried out inside the 
Village Hall by Laing O’Rourke volunteers. Laing O’Rourke also provided the  
scaffolding tower. The Village Hall Committee supplied the paint and brushes. 

4. Parish maintenance 

a.   There was no further update re the proposed land transfer to OPT. 
b.   Parking on the Wharf will be permitted during the Open Gardens event. 
c.   It was resolved to approve the continued use of the Recreation Ground by 
Yoga with Jo, subject to all required documentation remaining in place. 
d.   The overgrown hedge on Henley Road has been followed up by the County 
Council Enforcement Team. The Parish Council will continue to monitor any 
rectification works carried out. 
e.   The Council noted that the performance of the Grounds Maintenance 
Contractor had not improved during the first six weeks of the new contract.  The 
Clerk to continue efforts to engage with the contractor and establish the steps 
required to achieve significant improvement in performance. 
f.   The Council noted comments re. verge mowing on Heyford Hill Lane and will  
reconsider  once current contractor issues have been addressed. 

5.   Community orchard 

Cllr Addyman updated the Council on the first meeting of the year of the Working 
Party.  All trees have been watered and mulched. The mulch was kindly donated 
by the Lock Keeper’s Cottage.  

This Link magazine is published by the Link Committee and this issue is edited 
 by Prue Sykes, Lower Farm, Sandford-on-Thames (748848).   Anything for inclusion  

should be sent to Lower Farm or e-mailed to robert.morgan@theology.ox.ac.uk. 

Printed by Parish Magazine Printing of Holsworthy, Devon  
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25 June   Bingo  p.5 

26 June   Love Songs for a Summer Evening p.3 

28 June   Open Garden p.5 

1st July   Afternoon Teas:  p.17 

8th July   Community Lunch   p.16 

11th July  Chocolate and Kindness Market   ??? 

11th July   Love, Hope and Longing concert  p.3 

12 July      Green Evensong    p.2. 

16 July   Drone photography   p.6 

18 July      Summer Festival    pp. 8 and 9 

20TH June  Fathers’ Day Market  ??? 

25th July  Self-Care and Friendship Summer Market ??? 

27th June  Oxford Food Entrepreneurs  ??? 

31 July   Songs from the Spirit  p.3 

5th August  Afternoon Teas   p.17 

2 Sept        Afternoon Teas  p.17 

17 Sept  Photography Prizegiving  p.6 

17 Sept   Historic Sandford   p.6 
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